
 

NUNN, WILLIAM CHARLES HARVEY DCM 

 

Corporal  Royal Engineers 23rd Company. 

Age: 30 

Killed in Action   Date of Death: 25/09/1915 

Service No: 13059 

Awards: DCM 

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the Distinguished Conduct Medal 

(DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non-commissioned officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any 

branch of the service, for distinguished conduct in battle. 

 



 

DCM                         1914 Mons Star                    1914-20 War medal          1914-1919 Victory Medal 

 He was born in Rowhedge and lived there with his sister & mother, Mrs. Ellen E. C. Nunn , of Kimberley 

Cottage, Rowhedge, Colchester. His mother is shown as a widow in the 1881 Census aged 30. He enlisted at 

Colchester. Initially he was reported "missing" but in January 1916 his mother received a letter. The Essex 

County Standard of 8th January 1916 :- "Mrs Nunn has received a letter from an officer announcing the death of 

Corporal Nunn, R. E., who was sent out when the war started and had been twice slightly wounded. He fell in 

the battle of Loos and was reported wounded and missing and no trace of him could be found until last week 

when his resting place was discovered. The letter states:- I hope it may be a relief to know that we have at last 

found your gallant son's resting place. He is buried with Lance Corporal Hunter, of the same company, in a 

soldier's grave just behind our old front line. He must have been brought back from where he was wounded 

across the British Line soon afterwards as a Lieutenant could find no trace of him on searching the ground 

where they lay that same afternoon. It is impossible to find out by whom he was buried but his name, rank, and 

company were written in indelible pencil on a rough cross at the head of the grave. We are now making crosses 

for both theses heroes - the only tribute we can offer. He was as you know a splendid soldier - one of the very 

best".    

The April 22nd of the same paper reported that he had been awarded the DCM. The London Gazette 10th 
March 1916 :- 13059 Second Corporal W Nunn, 23rd Field Company, Royal Engineers "For conspicuous 

gallantry when he made good the captured railway embankment during several of the enemy's counter attacks. 

On the night preceding an attack he assisted an officer to reconnoitre the ground and the position for bridges 

between our own and the enemy's lines under frequent fire at close quarters" 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: III. G. 15. 

Cemetery: DUD CORNER CEMETERY, LOOS 

The name "Dud Corner" is believed to be due to the large number of unexploded enemy shells found in the 

neighbourhood after the Armistice. The only burials here during hostilities were those of four Officers of the 9th 

Black Watch and one Private of the 8th Royal Dublin Fusiliers, close to Plot III, Row B; the remainder of the 

graves were brought in later from small cemeteries and isolated positions near Loos and to the North. There are 

now nearly 2,000, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in this site. Of these, over half are unidentified and 

special headstones have been erected to 15 soldiers from the United Kingdom who are believed to be buried 

among them. The great majority of the dead buried here fell in the Battle of Loos, 1915; but some were killed in 

succeeding years. The regimental memorials brought to the Cemetery included those of the 10th Scottish Rifles 

and the 17th London Regiment, dating from the Battle of Loos, and those of the Royal Montreal Regiment and 

the Royal Highlanders of Canada, dating from the Battle of Hill 70 in August, 1917. Special memorials are 

erected in this Cemetery to twelve soldiers of the 2nd Welch Regiment, killed in action on the 12th October, 

1915, and buried in Crucifix Cemetery, Loos, whose graves could not be found on concentration. The cemetery 

now covers an area of 5,550 square metres, and is bounded by a low rubble wall except on the road side, where 

the War Stone is raised on a grass terrace and flanked by buildings. The more important of the small cemeteries 

concentrated into Dud Corner Cemetery were the following:-. TOSH CEMETERY, LOOS, on the North side of 

the village, close to the communication trench called Tosh Alley. It contained the graves of 171 soldiers from 



the United Kingdom (118 of whom were Irish) and five from Canada. It was used from October, 1915, to 

September, 1917. CRUCIFIX CEMETERY, LOOS, a little West of Tosh Cemetery. It was used from 

September, 1915, to May, 1916, and it contained the graves of 53 soldiers from the United Kingdom. LE 

RUTOIRE BRITISH CEMETERY, VERMELLES, close to Le Rutoire Farm, which is on Loos Plain, near the 

village of Vermelles. It was used in 1915, and contained the graves of 82 soldiers from the United Kingdom and 

six French soldiers. No. of Identified Casualties: 684 

 

OTHER MEMORIALS     Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 



 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 


